
Book of Abstracts

NEOBIOTA 2022

12th International Conference on Biological Invasions

Biological Invasions in a Changing World

Tartu, Estonia

12–16 September 2022

 



106 

 

 

 

P33 

The LIFE RIPARIAS project – Reaching Integrated and Prompt Action in Response to Invasive 

Alien Species 

Sonia Vanderhoeven1, Sébastien Ronveaux1, Florence Limet2, Xavier Vermeersch2, Olivier Beck2, Ben Van 

Der Wijden2, Nicolas Pardon3, Juliette Gofette4, Jérémie Guyon5, Dido Gosse6, Caroline De Jonghe6, 

Etienne Branquart7, Adrien Latli7, Eric Joiris8, Marie Patinet9, Arnaud Monty9, Damiano Oldoni10, Nicolas 

Noe10, Tim Adriaens10, Bram D'hondt10, Stijn Van Onsem11, Jasmijn Hillaert10 

1Belgian Biodiversity Platform, Brussels, Belgium. 2Brussels Environment, Brussels, Belgium. 3Agentschap voor 

Natuur en Bos3, Brussels, Belgium. 4Contrat de rivière Dendre asbl, Ath, Belgium. 5Contrat de rivière Dyle-Gette, 

Perwez, Belgium. 6Conrat de Rivière Senne, Tubize, Belgium. 7Service Public de Wallonie, Gembloux, Belgium. 
8Service Public de Wallonie, Namur, Belgium. 9Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech - Université de Liège, Gembloux, Belgium. 
10Research Institute for Nature and Forest (INBO), Brussels, Belgium. 11Vlaamse Milieumaatschappij, Brussels, 

Belgium 

Abstract 

There is still a critical need to underpin IAS management with a coherent, replicable and transparent workflow 

for decision making. 

The LIFE RIPARIAS project develops an innovative evidence-based workflow, optimising the management of 

invasive freshwater crayfish and aquatic and riparian plants within a multiregional pilot area in Belgium. 

Specifically, the project: 

· Improves data flows from existing early warning and surveillance systems, kept separately by regions, 

local authorities and NGOs, to IAS managers by ensuring interoperability and enhancing surveillance. 

Fifteen taxa of emerging aquatic and riparian species listed under the IAS regulation are targeted, as 

well as a set of taxa not yet of EU concern. 

· Develops guidelines and objective criteria for prioritising management actions and apply priority 

actions in pilot river sub-basins. For emerging species, the objective is early detection and rapid 

eradication; for widespread species, two distinct management objectives are foreseen depending on 

species distribution: 1) containment of populations in core areas; 2) maintenance of pest free areas. 

· Improves data flows from management actions to policy-makers by monitoring and assessing IAS 

management efficiency in support of the reporting obligation pursuant to the EU Regulation on IAS. 

· Promotes the replication of the evidence-based workflow for IAS management decision making in 

Europe and improving the transfer of experience and best IAS management practices. 

A strong collaboration between the three involved Belgian regions is key to success as IAS establish and spread 

beyond geographical and administrative borders. The ten project partners include public bodies, academia and 

associations, and are all committed to work together to tackle the many challenges ahead.  

This project, with a running period of six years, is co-funded by the LIFE programme of the European Union and 

the three Belgian regional authorities (LIFE19 NAT/BE/000953). 

 

 

 

 


