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Headlines of the Country Report

Some efforts at sea sluices to improve glass eel migration
potential additional possibilities for monitoring

A new glass eel monitoring station\&urneAmbacht

A significant increase in glass eel stockingvialonia (2018 and
2019)

Newfisheries legislation in Flanders{January2019)
Some new papers.
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Variation in the number of ascending young yellow eels trapped at the fish
trap of the Visé-Lixhe dam (river Meuse) between 1992 and 2019. Data from
University of Liége. # data for 2019 may not be complete and include also
stocked eel.
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VeurneAmbacht drainageanal
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A Outflow: sluicecomplexX8 gates)




2 eel ladders installed at Pumping Station, both sides

Length: 4m Length: 9m

Adjusted Barrier Management

2016: no ABM but seepage at HT => intake of 1.770 m® seawater/tide -4 % volume increase

2017: ABM (1 door 20 cm open, 1-2 hrs at high tide) => intake of 9.200 m3 /tide - 19 % volume increase
2018: ABM (continuously 1 door 20 cm open) =»> intake of 23.500 m? /tide - 35 % volume increase
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Results
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2016: 23.677 ex.
2017: 66.963
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New fisheries legislation in Flanders

New fisheries legislation in Flanderst(anuary 2019)
Minor implications for eel:
» fully prohibition of the use ofykeson the riverScheldt

» amoderate change in bag limit for eels caught by recreational
fishermen(5 ind -> 3).
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Silver eel escapement
See 2018 data




Management; glasseel stocking

2018 and 2019 Significant increase in stocking for Wallonia

Flanders/Wallonia
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New papers / new threats

A VergeynstJ., Pauwels, BaeyensR.,CoeckJ., Nopens, |., De Mulder, Mlgouton, A.,
2019.The impact of intermediate-head navigation locks on downstream fish passage.
River Reg\pplic 35 (3), 22435

A VergeynstJ. et al., 201&ish Behaviour in the Vicinity of a Navigation Lock Complex:
the Challenges. Daniel Bung, Blak&ullis 7th IAHR International Symposium on
Hydraulic Structures, Aachen, Germanyl1BMay.doi: 10.15142/T3S35D (948692-
1327°F7).

A NzauMatondo, B.;SeleckE.;Dierckx A; Benitez, J. P.; Rollin, Gvidig M., 2019 What
happens to glass eels after restocking in upland rivers? A long-term study on their
dispersal and behavioural traits. Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater
Ecosystems 29:37388.

A Belpairg C.Hodson P.,Pierron F.,Freese M., 2019Impact of chemical pollution on
Atlantic eels: Facts, research needs, and implications for management. Current
Opinion in Environmental Science & Health 11356
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