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Introduction : ñWildlife crossing borders ò 

For the first time, the Belgian Wildlife Disease Society (BWDS) and the Dutch 

Society for Wildlife Health (DSWH) organize a joint symposium in addition to their 

respective national initiatives.  

 

This joint BWDS -DWHS symposium is an opportunity to exchange  ideas with a wide 

range of colleagues  from t he Netherlands and Belgium. The symposium focuses on 

wildlife - related topics with emphasis on mutual, border -crossing problems for very 

obvious reasons.  

 

Wild animals are known to be both reservoir and target for pathogens capable of 

infecting domestic animals and humans, monitoring wildlife thus is a crucial factor 

for safeguarding animal and public health. This pattern is however known to work 

both ways, i.e. from humans or domestic animals to wildlife.  

 

At the same time, global change and human activities (global warming, agriculture, 

invasion of previously undisturbed area for residential purposes, etc ) are 

instrumental in triggering environmental changes that result in more favourable 

conditions for geographical and inter -species pathogen dissemination. A striking 

example no doubt is the ability for pathogens and their vectors to travel around the 

worl d in a matter of hours or days, ñhitch-hikingò on the exponential increase of the 

transport of people and goods. Pathogens and invasive species act here as the 

proverbial impurity in the human ecological footprint.  

 

Nowadays, humans and their domestic ani mals as well as wildlife suffer from these 

increasingly common events. The past two decades we witnessed the emergence of 

infectious diseases such as acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, multidrug -

resistant tuberculosis, avian influenza and tick -  and mosqui to -borne diseases, 

which represent a serious threat to human health globally. These diseases are 

associated with a range of underlying triggering factors including the interactions of 

zoonotic pathogens between wildlife, domestic animals and the human popu lation.  

 

Veterinarians and conservation professionals from local and national government, 

clinical practice, zoos, universities, wildlife sanctuaries and students will hopefully 

benefit from this information -sharing opportunity, including the latest resea rch and 

wildlife monitoring efforts from both countries.  

 

Paul Heyman  

President of the Belgian Wildlife Disease Society.  

Wim van der Poel  

President of the Dutch Society for Wildlife Health.   
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Programme  

Moderators:  W. van der Poel,  T. Adriaens,  R. Bodewes  & J. van der Giessen  

09:30 -  10:00  Registration and coffee  

10:00 -  10:05 Welcome (Paul Heyman,BWDS & Wim  van der Poel, DSWH)  

Keynote speech  

10:05 -  10:50 Landscapes and infectious disease -  where are the boundaries? 

(Richard Kock, RVC ï UK)  

Session: drivers of emerging diseases  

10:50 -  11 :10 Invasive species (Tim Adriae ns, INBO ï BE)  

11:10 -  11:30 Avian Influenza in migrating birds (Marjolein Poen, ErasmusMC ï NL)  

11:30 -  11:50 Rabies in bats and wolves (Steven Van Gucht, WIV ï BE)  

11:50 -  12:30 Sprea d of Echinococcus multilocularis in foxes  in the Netherlands and 

Belgium (Joke van der Giessen, RIVM ï NL & Leen Claes, ITG ï BE)   

12:10 -  12:30 Poster pitches  

12:30 -  14:00  Lunch/Poster session (on site)  

Session: specific habitats in relation to conservation biology/ecology  

14:00 -  14:30 Infections in Ecosystems (Hans Heesterbeek, FD ï NL)  

14:30 -  14:50 Toxoplasma in Marine mammals (Norbert Van de Velde, UGent ï Be)  

14:50 -  15:10 Ecological drivers of Lyme borreliosis (Hein Sprong, RIVM ï NL)  

15:1 5 -  15:30  Coffee Break  

Session: surveillance  WL diseases & public Health  

15:30 -  15:50 Wildlife surveillance in Belgium (Annick Linden, Ulg ï BE) 

15:50 -  16:10 Wildlife surveillance in the Netherlands (Andrea Gröne, DWHC ï NL)  

16:10 -  16:30 Wild boar: C SF & ASF (Willy Loeffen, CVI ï NL)  

16:30  Closing remarks, poster awards & drinks  
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